Meet the Patriots…
YOU WILL BE ASSIGNED one of the patriots identified below:
· Sam Adams 



* James Forten

· Thomas Paine 



* Lafayette
· James Armistead


* Baron Friedrich Von Steuben
· Patrick Henry 



* Haym Salomen
· John Adams 



* Sybil Luddington
· Ethan Allen 



* John Paul Jones
· Women rebels



* Prison Ship Martyrs
Using the materials provided, (you can also use internet sources at home) DESIGN AN ADVERTISEMENT that nominates your patriot for the honor of Premiere Patriot.  Follow these specific directions:
1. READ ABOUT YOUR PATRIOT and ON NOTEBOOK PAPER, LIST PERSONAL FACTS and HOW YOUR PATRIOT HELPED THE COLONIES (this will be turned in!).
2. Refer to your list and DRAW THE PERSON (or represent the GROUP if you’re doing women rebels or prison ship martyrs).  Don’t worry ~ YOU’LL BE GRADED ON EFFORT NOT ARTISTIC ABILITY!  (
3. Refer to your list and USE PICTURES AND WORDS/PHRASES to represent your patriot(s) ~ list MOSTLY what he/they did for the revolution.

4. INCLUDE THE TITLE “[Your Patriot’s Name]: Premiere Patriot”. 
5. INCLUDE A SLOGAN that indicates why he/they deserve to be honored.

* The slogan doesn’t need to rhyme but SHOULD STAND OUT 
   (put it in a box or write it differently from the other info on your ad).
6. Put ALL of the following ON THE BACK OF YOUR AD:
Name/Date/Hour

Info --              
       ___/15

Illustrations --          ___/10

Title/slogan --          ___/10

Directions --
       ___/10

Neat/colorful --        ___/5

7. Lay your notebook paper ON TOP OF your ad and turn them in.

[image: image1.jpg]



Sybil Luddington
Sybil Ludington (April 5, 1761 – February 26, 1839) was a heroine of the American Revolutionary War who is famous for her night ride on April 26, 1777 to alert American colonial forces to the approach of the British.  British troops began raiding Danbury, Connecticut, which housed numerous Continental Army supplies. A messenger was dispatched to alert Sybil’s father, Colonel Ludington to get his militia ready to fight.  Sybil was given the task of riding through the country to tell the militia men to report to her father and prepare for battle.  Her action was similar to that performed by Paul Revere, though she rode more than twice the distance of Revere and was only 16 years old at the time!  
Ludington's ride started at 9:00 p.m. and ended around dawn.  She rode 40 miles – more than twice the distance of Revere – into the damp hours of darkness and used a stick to prod her horse and knock on doors.  Sybil not only had to avoid British soldiers in the area, but also British loyalists, and "Skinners", who were outlaws with no allegiance to either side in the War. She managed to defend herself against a highwayman with a long stick.  When, soaked with rain and exhausted, she returned home, most of her father's 400 soldiers were ready to march!  
Sybil’s father, Colonel Henry Ludington wrote in his memoirs about his daughter’s famous actions:
	“
	Sybil, who, a few days before, had passed her sixteenth birthday, and bade her to take a horse, ride for the men, and tell them to be at his house by daybreak. One who even now rides from Carmel to Cold Spring will find rugged and dangerous roads, with lonely stretches. Imagination only can picture what it was a century and a quarter ago, on a dark night, with reckless bands of "Cowboys" and "Skinners" abroad in the land. But the child performed her task, clinging to a man's saddle, and guiding her steed with only a hempen halter, as she rode through the night, bearing the news of the sack of Danbury. There is no extravagance in comparing her ride with that of Paul Revere and its midnight message. Nor was her errand less efficient than his. By daybreak, thanks to her daring, nearly the whole regiment was mustered before her father's house at Fredericksburgh , and an hour or two later was on the march for vengeance on the raiders.[1]


Ludington was congratulated for her heroism by friends and neighbors and also by General George Washington.
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John Paul Jones
John Paul Jones traveled to Philadelphia in the summer of 1775 and offered his services to the new Continental (U.S.) Navy after the start of the American Revolution.  Jones was commissioned as first lieutenant of the frigate Alfred and on December 3, 1775, he became the first person to raise the U.S. flag over an American warship!
John Paul Jones became a “commerce raider,” displaying his skill by capturing sixteen British ships during one six-week cruise!  As a result of his success, Jones received a permanent promotion to captain.  Jones cruised off the coast of northeastern Canada, capturing several additional British vessels and securing winter uniforms and coal for the American army.

Jones is perhaps most famous for his decision to bring the war home to the British people with the goal of forcing the Royal Navy to withdraw from American waters.  Boldly sailing thousands of miles from North America into the Irish Sea, he landed his men at Whitehaven and destroyed the cannons in the town's fort as well as burned ships in the harbor.

Heading back to America, Jones encountered the HMS Drake – a large British warship.  Jones and his men captured the ship after an hour-long battle. Drake became the first British warship to be captured by the Continental Navy.  Back in the U.S., Jones was greeted as a hero.

Sailing toward England again in 1779, Jones commanded a five-ship squadron.  While the squadron captured several merchant ships, their biggest prize was capturing the British ship Serapis.  Although Jones’s ship was pounded by Serapis, he was able to get close and lash the two ships together.  In a prolonged and brutal fight, his men were able to overcome the British and succeeded in capturing Serapis. It was during this fight that Jones made his most famous statement – when the British demanded that he and his men surrender, Jones replied with "Surrender? I have not yet begun to fight!" 
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Prison Ship Martyrs

It may be difficult to believe, but more Americans died in British prison ships than in all the battles of the Revolutionary War!

There were about 4,500 battle deaths during the Revolutionary War – historians estimate that there were about 15,000 prison ship deaths! 

There were at least 16 of these floating prisons anchored off the coast of New York for most of the war.  Prison ships were sinkholes of filth, rats, infectious disease, and despair. The ships were all horrible, with more than a thousand men at a time packed below decks!  The body odor and the smell of decaying flesh was so bad it made you sick to your stomach!  On top of that, it was so stuffy on board that there wasn’t enough air to keep a candle burning – which means there wasn’t enough air to breathe well, either!  Prisoners were freezing in the winter, broiling in the summer, and ALWAYS hungry!
Prisoners died so regularly that when their British jailers opened the hatches each morning, their first greeting to the men below was “Rebels, turn out your dead!”  The dead were brought up from the depths of the ship by other prisoners who volunteered for the duty in order to get out of the ship for a while and get some fresh air.  The bodies would be lowered down the sides by a rope. Then they were piled onto small boats, rowed to shore, piled onto a cart and carried to a shallow mass grave where they would all be buried together.  Much of the time they didn’t even know who the dead men were!
There were various ways to get off the prison ships. The British had a standing offer that any prisoner could be released immediately if he joined the British navy – when that offer was made on one of the worst prison ships, NOT ONE PRISONER SAID YES!  There were a few prisoner exchanges, and a few who escaped, but for most prisoners there were only two possibilities: death or the end of the war!
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Patrick Henry

Patrick Henry was born on a Virginia frontier farm.  His father taught Patrick to read and he loved the sound of the English language.  Henry used English as no American speaker had done before – his words could electrify an audience.  Patrick Henry was elected to the Virginia Assembly and wasn’t afraid to say what he thought.  When the Stamp Act was passed, Henry called the tax a “threat to liberty.”  Because he was criticizing the King, some men called him a traitor.  To that Patrick Henry is supposed to have answered, “If this be treason, make the most of it.”  Later, when England punished Massachusetts for the Boston Tea Party, Henry – who lived in Virginia – challenged his fellow Virginians to help their neighbors in Massachusetts.  He walked down the aisle during a meeting, bowed his head, and held out his arms – pretending to be in chains.  “Our chains are forged, their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston,” he said.  “Why stand we here idle [doing nothing]?  Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery [to England]?”  Then Patrick Henry pretended to throw off the chains, stood up straight and said words for which he would always be famous… “Forbid it, Almighty God!  I know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!!”
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Lafayette

No one quite trusted the Marquis de Lafayette (mar-KEE-duh-laf-feye-ET) when he first came to America.  A marquis is a French nobleman, like an English Lord.  Lafayette was very rich, and very noble – he also was only 19 years old!  So, why would someone born to a life of privilege want to help the colonies?  The patriots were suspicious and basically told him thanks, but no thanks!  This didn’t discourage Lafayette.  His father had been killed fighting the British and he wanted to avenge his father.  He also believed in the liberty the Americans were fighting for.  He had bought a ship to come to the colonies; he had paid for the soldiers who came with him.  

Lafayette even wrote a letter to John Hancock in which he asked for two favors:  “The first is to serve at my own expense.  The second is to begin my service as a volunteer.”  That really impressed Mr. Hancock – it also got the attention of George Washington!  As a result of that letter, Washington and Lafayette became lifelong friends – Washington became like a father to him.
Lafayette wanted to prove himself in battle – and he did!  He became a general on Washington’s staff, and suffered with the army during terrible winter encampments.  He fought well and, when he was wounded, his bravery endeared him to his men.  Lafayette even went so far as to contribute much of his personal fortune to the American cause.  Later, when he had a son, he named him George Washington.
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James Armistead

James Armistead was one of the most important American spies during the revolution.  As a slave in Virginia, he witnessed much of the War and, in 1781, he asked his master, William Armistead, for permission to serve the American cause.  James worked with General Marquis de Lafayette (mar-KEE-duh-laf-feye-ET), a young Frenchman who came to fight with the Americans.  
Lafayette sent Armistead to the camp of British General Benedict Arnold.  Armistead posed as an escaped slave looking for work.  General Arnold accepted Armistead and allowed him to work in the camp where he came into contact with the head of the British forces, Lord Cornwallis.  Armistead obtained lots of vital information about British plans and troop movements, which he daily sent to General Lafayette.  Lord Cornwallis ended up trusting Armistead so much that he actually recruited him to become a British spy to watch the Americans!  Armistead agreed and – as a “double-agent” – was able to bring accurate information to the Americans and take back inaccurate information to the British!

Armistead’s best moment came when he discovered the British plan to move their navy to Yorktown, Virginia.  He took the news to the Lafayette who told George Washington.  As a result, Washington moved American forces to Yorktown – which ended up being the last battle of the Revolution when British troops were forced to surrender!
Following the war, James Armistead returned to slavery!  In 1784, General Lafayette returned to America for a visit and met his friend.  Lafayette was so upset that Armistead had been returned to slavery that he wrote a petition to the Virginia Legislature for his freedom, which was granted on New Year’s Day, 1785.  Once free, Armistead changed his name to James Lafayette.  In his later years, Armistead also received a retirement pension for his military service.
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Friedrich von Steuben

Baron Friedrich von Steuben came to America from Prussia (now Germany) where he had been a captain in the Prussian army.  Von Steuben was an excellent drillmaster so when he offered his services to the patriots, Benjamin Franklin was eager to accept.  He was just what the colonial army needed – someone who could turn the untrained “Minutemen” into a professional fighting force!

Von Steuben had a happy personality, a lot of energy, professional knowledge of soldiering and a roaring voice.  He yelled at the American troops in a mixture of German, English, and French – with a few choice swear words thrown in for good measure!  And he did exactly what Benjamin Franklin hoped he would – he turned a disorderly group of volunteers into skilled soldiers.  
One of the things that made von Steuben so successful was that he was smart enough to realize that American soldiers were different – they were independent and wouldn’t take orders unless they understood the reason for them.  With that realization added to his training method, von Steuben trained them the Americans to fight as Europe’s soldiers fought:  with muskets and bayonets.  He taught them to follow complicated orders.  He made them as good as the best British troops!
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John Adams

The younger cousin of Sam Adams, John Adams was honest and serious – and would become even more famous than Sam!  John was a farmer and a lawyer, a solid citizen who helped lead the revolution.  Someone who knew him said he had more learning than anyone else in the colonies.  

Adams wanted freedom for his country.  But he was fair and always did what he thought was right.  When British soldiers were put on trial after the Boston Massacre, John Adams knew they needed a good lawyer – and he was one of the best in the colonies.  So he took the case of the redcoats and convinced the jury that they weren’t guilty of murder.

Someone once asked John Adams what the revolution had been about.  He said there were two revolutions – one was the war itself but the other was even more important.  The important revolution, he said, had to do with ideas and attitudes.  “The revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people,” he explained.  Adams was fighting for more than just separation from England.  He wanted a chance to form a totally new kind of government:  a government based on fair play and self-government.  He believed Americans could run their own nation and elect their own leaders.
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Haym Salomon

Haym Salomon wasn’t a soldier but the help he gave the Revolution was just as important as that given on any battlefield!  Salomon was a Jewish man from Poland.  He had longed for religious freedom and liberty in his own country.  When Poland was invaded by Russia, Jewish people were no longer safe and Haym Salomon had to flee.  When he came to America he felt at home.

Salomon was a shy man who spoke several languages and had a talent for business.  He had a reputation for honesty – people trusted him.  Like many other colonists, Haym felt England’s laws and policies were terribly unfair – he joined the Sons of Liberty and soon was active in the Patriot cause. 

When the British captured New York, Salomon spied on them for the Patriots.  He was captured and imprisoned. Because he could speak the language of their German mercenaries (soldiers-for-hire), the British wanted his help and let Mr. Solomon go, but – instead of saying what the Brits wanted him to say to their German soliders – Solomon secretly encouraged the Germans to desert and join the Patriots!

Arrested again in early 1778, Solomon had all his property taken by the British and, this time, was sentenced to hang!  Luckily, Haym was able to escape – probably with help from the Sons of Liberty.

Within five years of his escape, Solomon went from being a penniless fugitive to being a respected businessman and defender of liberty.  

But he didn’t stop there.  Haym Solomon not only talked the talk of freedom, he also walked the walk.  He personally loaned money to the Continental Army so they could continue the fight against England – as a result, he died a pauper!!

Haym Solomon sacrificed his fortune and pledged his very life to the fight for freedom and dignity for all people. His name is forever linked to the ideas behind the American Revolution – our Core Democratic Values.  He is also a wonderful example of the contributions minorities have made to America!

After the war, George Washington asked Mr. Solomon what he would like as a personal reward for his service to his country.  Solomon said he wanted nothing for himself but that he would like something for his people.  As a tribute to Haym Solomon, Washington ordered that 13 stars on the back of the one dollar bill be arranged to form the Jewish Star of David – they are still there to this very day!
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Ethan Allen
Stories about Ethan Allen say that at one point he actually was asked to leave his hometown!  It was his mouth that got him in trouble.  Ethan Allen’s language was rough and rowdy; no one could put a muzzle on him!  In fact, they couldn’t do much of anything with him!

Allen was a giant of a man, famous for his strength.  Like George Washington, he could out-wrestle and out-throw and out-lift any challenger.  No one could tell Ethan Allen what to do.  He and his friends banded together, calling themselves the Green Mountain Boys and when the revolution came, they finally had something worthwhile to fight about!

Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys were recruited by the Patriots to capture an important British fort on Lake Champlain – Fort Ticonderoga.  Along with bluster and strong muscles, Ethan also had a good mind.  He planned the attack carefully.  First he sent a spy – a farmer who wandered into the fort pretending he was looking for a barber.  The spy found out how many men there were in the fort and where the weak spots were.

They attacked the fort in the early morning hours – howling war whoops like Mohawk Indians.  A startled British guard ran for his life and the Green Mountain Boys entered the fort with ease.  In fact, their attack was so unexpected that a British officer appeared with his pants in his hand – he hadn’t had time to put them on!  The astonished officer asked on whose authority they attacked.  Ethan Allen roared an answer that has become famous:  “In the name of God and the Continental Congress!”
Before long the fort belonged to the Patriots – its canons, ammunition and rum!  No one was killed.  That was typical of Ethan Allen.  He was a curser, not a killer.  He’d capture his enemy and beat them with a stick, but he wouldn’t shoot them unless he absolutely had to.

Four months after taking Fort Ticonderoga, Ethan Allen was captured.  He spent two years in a British prison.  When he got out, he met George Washington.  Washington said of him, “There is an original something about him that commands attention.”  That was putting it mildly!
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James Forten
James Forten was a free African American who, at age 14, begged his mother to allow him to go to war and fight for the Patriots.  He’d seen George Washington and Benjamin Franklin and he’d heard the words “all men are created equal.”   Forten believed those were words worth fighting for!   
Forten became a powder boy on the Royal Louis, a “privateer” ship – a private ship that attacked the British on behalf of the Patriots who had almost no navy at the time. 
Being a powder boy was a dangerous job.  Ships at the time were made from wood, and very flammable!  Cannons were kept on deck, but gunpowder was stored below.  When fighting broke out, Forten had to keep the cannons supplied by running back and forth between the main deck and the storage room below.  He was small, fast, and fearless!  

The first time Forten and the Royal Louis crew took on the British they experienced a terrific victory.  Although their ship was damaged, they captured a British ship, returned to Philadelphia, and were treated like heroes.  James even got a share of the profit when goods on the British ship were sold.  

James Forten and other crewmembers repaired their ship and were soon back at sea.  This time they weren’t so lucky.  Forten and his crewmates were captured by the British.  Now James faced a serious problem – he was a free black but the British sometimes sold captured black patriots into slavery!  Luckily, the British captain had a son along who was about Forten’s age.  The two boys became friends and – because he knew how to play marbles – James wasn’t sold into slavery.  But, when the captain offered him freedom if he would join the English cause, Forten wouldn’t consider it.  He was an American and he said, “No!  I shall never prove a traitor to my country!”  That was that, James Forten would spend the next seven months in an overcrowded, stinking prison ship before finally being released. 
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Sam Adams
Sam Adams could write and think well, but what Adams was best at was stirring people up.  He got everyone keyed up, inspired, and moving!  Adams understood, before most other Americans did, that a break from England was necessary and he dedicated his life to making it happen.

Adams started something called “Committees of Correspondence.”  They were groups of citizens who wrote back and forth between the colonies about the Patriot cause.  He also started a group called the “Sons of Liberty” who met in Boston under a tree he called “The Liberty Tree.”  Mostly, however, what Sam Adams started was trouble for the British!  

The British called Adams a rabble-rouser and an agitator.  He helped brew up the Boston Tea Party and the fight against the Stamp Act.  The English said Adams was a public enemy, an outlaw, and a rebel.  They wanted to hang him.  He certainly was a troublemaker, but Sam Adams was different from other rebels at the time.  He wanted more than just separation from England.  He was inspired by a grander idea – the idea that America could be a special nation where people would be free of kings.  A nation where, for the first time in all of history, people truly would rule themselves.  
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Thomas Paine

Thomas Paine was hardly off the boat from England when he became devoted to the American Revolution.  He didn’t plan it that way but when he met Ben Franklin in London, he knew he wanted to go to America.  Franklin had given him a letter and he got a job as a writer and magazine editor in Philadelphia.  That was the perfect use for his talents, for he was a magician with words!
Tom Paine was able to say clearly what people really knew in their hearts.  He wrote a pamphlet called “Common Sense.”  In it he told the colonists three important things:  monarchy was a poor form of government and they would be better off without it, Great Britain was hurting their economy with taxes and trade restrictions, and it was foolish for a small island 3,000 miles away to try to rule a whole continent!  His pamphlet very quickly became a best-seller!

When the Revolution began, Thomas Paine enlisted in the Continental Army.  Then he wrote a series of pamphlets about the war.  He started one of them with his most famous words:  “These are the times that try men’s souls.”  Paine wanted people to stop and think.  He was a man of deep beliefs.  He believed in the American cause.  He wasn’t rich but he gave a third of his salary to help the army and he never took any money for his patriotic writings!  “We have it in our power to begin the world again,” wrote Paine – and he really meant it!
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Women Patriots

It was a people’s war – and people means men, women, and children!  It wasn’t only the men who would do battle.  A British officer told his general that if all the men in America were killed, “We should have enough to do to conquer the women!”  One British soldier wrote home to England, “Even in their [clothing] the females seem to [defy] us… on their shoes [they wear] something that resembles their flag of thirteen stripes.”
There are many examples of women playing a role in the American Revolution.  Margaret Corbin was 23 when her husband went to war; she went with him.  When he was killed, “Molly” Corbin took his cannon and kept firing!  Another Molly, Mary Hays, also helped fill her husband’s place at a canon.  But she is most famous for dodging shells as she carried a water pitcher to thirsty soldiers.  She was known as “Molly Pitcher.”  Deborah Sampson disguised herself as a man.  She served as a soldier for three years and was wounded twice, but took care of her own wounds to avoid being found out.  Anna Marie Lane was the only woman to receive a Revolutionary War soldier’s pension.  She enlisted with her husband, but only he knew she was a woman.
Most women stayed home during the war, but they did things they hadn’t done before.  They had to do all the men’s work as well as their own.  They ran farms and businesses, and helped make gunpowder and cannonballs.  Women also acted as spies!  They weren’t likely to be suspected and were able to listen in as the British spoke openly in front of them about troop movements and battle plans.  Many men recognized that the war could have gone much differently without the contribution of American women!
